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!f OTHER'S Roni.U OLD.
atep alow and weary.

Her band unsteady n..w,
And paler an deeper

The linos her Itow.
Her meek blue eya has faded,

Her hair has kwt its afol 1,

Her once firm roice now
My Mother's growing old.

H- -r strenarth are over.
Her earthly iyi

Bui and holy beauty
Are shlninsr In her heart

The link that hind her spirit,
Relax theirtrembUng bold.

Soon she will he an aneU
Sw?et Mothsr'i growing old.

My thoughts flow baok to ehildlo"l,
When fondled on her knee.
poured out all my sorrows.
Or my sonir of

r.ut now u; mrle.iniiii;
S.i wearily and cold.
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Mother, fond and faithful.
Thou truest earthly friend.

May be near to thee.
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Thy form my arms enfold,
pray in eace meet thee.
Where saints no more grow old.
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in a few months, we were dole-
fully ignorant of arithmetic, having
sjiont most of our valuable in the
pursuit of pleasure, both in the school-
room elsewhere. Tom made a
careless move, which me
portunity jump three of I
improved it eagerlv. a

'should gain such an advantage over
J much Tom's temper.
so he roared out. " That ain fair."

" Yes, is," replied? "don't you
rcmcmlx did yesterday

Don't care if did, 'taint
shan't do was the replv,

with a hateful emphasis the term
"YOU.

" " Hut, Tom," urged mildly, try-
ing hard to retain m dignity, "I am
two vears the oldest, and I ought
knoAA-.- "

"Xoyou ain't years the old
est," the response.

"Ain't urged.
" Yes."
"And eight
" Yes."
" Well, triumphantly, "don't eight

from ten leave two ?"
" You ain't tAVo years the oldest

anyhow, jump me,"
persisted Tom, .

I ask mother," cried, cer--

..1.1 1 . n , . I milnltOUdl 111, OllU LSIIU IllUlll
more for the superior age than the

ojiened the kitchen door
rushed out. "Mother!" cried

Mother, ain't tAvo years older than
Tom
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Xow, made appeal at very j Adoiph nier.
unfortunate time. Bridget left
the day before in ra- -e occasioned j
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unusually burdened with work, and
at partidular moment she
bending over jhe stove, in all the heat
and hurry baking day, frying
doughnuts. I suppose the hot
spattered on tp her hands as she fish-

ed up the brofn takes. I have since
had certain experience of my ia
frying doughrtiits thats lead me re-

gard my mother's impatience on this
occasion with preat charity. She did
not answer mj question, and to at-

tract her attention gently pulled her
the skirt of iLer dress, repeating.
"Mother, niotber, ain't two years
older than Tom!"

" Xo, she ain't, is she, mother
thinks 'cause ifs her birthday she can
cheat me. and do all sorts of things,"
roared Tom from the other

Intent on gaining my point, I
twitched mother's dress again, re-

peating. "Ain't mother? Ma,
ain't I "

Mother turned upon me suddenly,
her face flushed with heat and vexa-
tion. "Helen. You are always
quarrelling with Tom. Of course
are not two yerrs the oldest ;

if was not half old. Xow
go up the nursery don't
doAvn till I give you leave."

A bitter of injustice rankled
in breast as turned a'.vay and
walked sIoaaIv from the kitchen the
room Avhere Tom sat, having it all

own way with the checkers.
When he saw me he cried out in ma-

licious triumph, "Good you!
Pays you for cheating! Xow
won't get any hot doughnuts, and I'll

all the turnovers !"
That Avas too much. I turned

around cried out passionately ;

"Tom. you're an awful, wicked, story,
liar! hate you, and I

Avish you AA'crc dead ! do
I horror-Btrickc- u the moment

I had uttered these Avords, but Ufure
I could get breath to retract hat

said, Tom rushed into the kitch-

en, crying "Mother, mother !"
Of course was inarched up stairs

double quick, mother's hand pinching
my ana aAvfully all the way, and

a nursery prisoner, living on
bread water for the rest of the
dav, lcside9 set to learn a hymn on
brotherly love. never
bvmn noAV without a vision of the
nursery that hot summer day,
sitting in the window with my hymn-boo- k,

Avatching Tom, who had sta-

tioned himself under a cherry tree op-

posite munching my birth-da- v

turn-ove- r, favoring me oc
casional observations regarding the
hi''h state of he was enjoying
cuiunared Avith miserable condi
tion. .1 fully mae up my minu mat
I would never go to heaven, never!
if I to love Tom. persevered
in determination until had gone
to bed and the light put out
Then had such awful visions of
eternal punishment that was Aviiling

to accept salvation on any terms, and
screamed mother, begging when
she came, to see Tom and a?k for-

giveness. was alloAved the privi-lege(?)a-

humbly entreated the lit-

tle monster pardon me, which he
graciously consented to on condi-

tion that I "wouldn't never do no
more." I promised, ia and trem-
bling, and Tom commended for
his magnanimity.

This is a specimen of our daily life
experience. If I urged my superi-

or age in requesting a privilege, I

told that made no difference, I
was little older. If we quar
relled (which regret say the
case most of the time),
that it Avas my fault ; the old-

est, and ought to be ashamed to tease
mv little brother so. Tom's invaria-
ble plea, her. a doubtful case
pending at the bar of mother's judg-
ment Avas, "Well, she teased me ;"
and that generally led to a decision

early jicriod of which I Avrite. Thev! in his favor.
Sometimes, it is true, Tom

sucn glaring atrocities that
nte recovered fr. 1.1 the feelingl lodv said was in tault.

humiliation with Avhich I first mother would say, shame, Hel- -

rdofit. A conscious- - en to lie impatient! Tom is a
ness of having an irrepar- - bov, and must put tip Avith his

ever: iitiic iau.L-- v

"A boy!" I would exclaim, with
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Then mother ivouid look at me in
such a hopeless Avar that I would re-

lent and ask her forgiveness ; and the
next day or perhaps that afternoon,
the scene would be repeated.

I know I was to blame in all this.
A woman ought to lie a very saint to
get along Avith a boy from eight to
twenty it is her duty to be a saint,
and I "was very far from it a quick-
tempered, impulsive girl, with a
strong love ol justice and an inborn
sentiment of rebellion against tvranny.

I could multiply instances innumer
able to illustrate the injustice prac
ticed all through my childhood,
and in a dillcrent Ionn through my
girlhood, by bcth my parents ; and
yet I love my parents. He is now a
steady, well-to-d- o man; I am sure they
meant to to be perfectly just. It was
only because Tom was a "boy !" He
was a great source of anxiety to my
parents until he was twenty-tw- o. He
spent money, contracted debts, and
acted pretty much as the "Prodigal
Son" in the Bible did ; aad finally, af-

ter almost ruining father, and run-
ning away to sea, he came liack bum-
ble and penitent, and was joyfully re-

ceived. The joy and and pride of my
ather and mother, admired and

sought after in society, and a general
favorite everyAvhere, with me a3 well
as the rest And yet I must confess
I have a sort of "fellow feelings" for
the elder brother in the parable before
alluded to. Xot that I would detract
oe grain from my brother's prosper-
ity ; but when I realize myself to be
a plain, common person oftwcnty-si.x- ,
so decidedly second to Tom in the
hearts of our parents, I sigh a little,
and think the "fatted calf does look
more tempting than the "all that I

tain that my statement must be up-- 1 have," which was the just reward ot
dutv to the cider son.

However, there is John, and I
shan't complain so long as Lc thinks
me the most beautiful, lovely, and

of women.
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